To: All sixth graders and their parents

Topic: Community Service Learning in the 6th grade

An essential component of Malibu High School is learning the importance of helping those in need by giving back to society and trying to make the world a better place. It can be difficult for young students to find ways to contribute to their community. To make it possible for all students to be involved, we are incorporating community service into our school curriculum and into the school day.  
Who will the 6th grade be helping?

Our program will generate support for FOOD Share in Oxnard.  Below is a statement from their organization:

Established in 1983 FOOD Share is a critical member of our community in providing food and support to the hungry faces of Ventura County. FOOD Share distributes over 9 million pounds of nutritious food per year via our 150+ non-profit partners, government programs, and outreach programs. 

We receive food and monetary donations via individual donations, corporations, foundations, grants, the USDA, and our generous Ag community. FOOD Share, the community of Ventura County, and our partners are dedicated to alleviating the critical issue of hunger.

We encourage donations of nutritious core food staples and protein food items over food items such as soda, cookies, candies and junk food. FOOD Share is dedicated to providing healthy food for our hungry friends. Below is a list of most needed food items: 

Canned proteins (tuna, ham, salmon and chicken) 
Canned soup 
Canned or dried fruits 
Canned vegetables 
Dried beans, rice and cereal 
Peanut butter (and jelly) 
Pasta and rice 

We prefer plastic containers and pop top cans.  Unfortunately, we cannot accept home canned or baked products.
How the 6th grade will be giving back to the community this year: 

Students will be taking part in a read-a-thon. They will be asking for sponsors to support them in their read-a-thon. Sponsors are being asked to pledge cans of food for pages read. 
Who can be a sponsor of the read-a-thon? 
Anyone can be a sponsor – other students, family members, friends, neighbors that you know, even you could be a sponsor.
When will this event be happening?
This will be happening in the classes to which students have been assigned for state testing. It will take place on Friday, May 13, 2011. Students may wear pajamas for the day.
Where will the cans be collected? 
Bring the cans of food to your Humanities teacher in a sturdy paper shopping bag or cardboard box. Each bag or box should be clearly labeled with your full name and the number of cans inside each bag or box.
 Thank you for your support.  Please let us know if you have any questions.  
Julie Jones and Brigette Leonard
